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| blame MCFD for why so

many of us are down here.

We are CD and Sandra
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’'s Downtown Eastside
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My cousin was murdered in
the Roosevelt in the DTES. My
cousin left behind three kids.
It's still an open case.

| am DJ Joe
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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You feel it in your body that
you are being targeted.
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Aboriginal women and girls are treated poorly out of

ignorance by racist and patriarchal society.

el A

We can't get out of the DTES

if we want to. Everything is
setup for us to remain here. We
can't get housing or services or
jobs anywhere else. And then
staying in the DTES, we are
marginalized and stereotyped
as ‘from down there’.

el A

Trauma and hurt makes us stuck.

The rst step is talking about
violence against women and for
us to learn to speak and not to
be afraid. We have to teach our
children to be open, and support
them to let out their truths.

Summary of Participatory Research and
Literature Review
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INDIGENOUS WOMEN
& GIRLS IN CANADA

HAVE BEEN MURDERED

OR HAVE GONE MISSING

22 4. X HIGHER

THAN THEIR RATE OF
REPRESENTATION IN CANADA
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OF HOMICIDE
VICTIMS 112 "tll-u«

IN CANADA ARE
INDIGENOUS

WOMEN

COMPARED TO NON-INDIGENOUS WOMEN,

INDIGENOUS WOMEN ARE

MORE LIKELY TO
BE MURDERED
OR MISSING

MORE LIKELY TO
FACE ABUSE
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“bot:m1l:: was cruelly murdered in 1992 on
Powell Street. | have so much pain
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Rich White people need to pay
a Native reparations tax that is

part of property tax and goes to
Indigenous people.

-m7 |_; l<|ter@#pullius -u; u-1bv]| t;]-tJrotbz1-t =u-1l;%ouhv |_ -
-m-7b-m bmvz|tZzomv |_uot]_7 =ou ;S-Irt;7 |_; =-tv; -vv;L
m7b];motv t-m7v:

“su | r-v| " «;-uv7 viutl|tu-t bmftoi lpdiarvAan|ompbul;7

u;lo”-t o= m7b];motfv 1_bt7u;m J _-"; 7;mb;7 m7b];mofv
t-m7v7 -m7 1b"bt7 rotbz1-t7 ;1lomolb17 volb-t7 -m7 1tt]|tLt
m7b]l;motv r;ort; %;u; =oul;7 o@ |_;bu |;uubloub;v bm o
lotomb-t ruof;1|7 -m7 t-m7v % ;u; =u-]I;m|;7 bm]o vI-tt -m7
u;v;u’;v: TtZzrt<bm] volboJ;lomolbl orru;vvbomv %b]|_
tovv o= t-m77 t;]bvt-];7 v;Sbvl7 0”;uJ1u0o%7;7 _otvbm]7
=-Ibt< "bot;m1;7 1 _bt7 -rru;_;mvbom?7 bm-7;tt-|; v;u'bl;v
orrou|tmbz;v -m7 foOv7 7bvrt-1; m7b];motv %ol;m -m7 1
l1olltmbz;v: "bS|<J=otu r;ul;m| o= %o0l;m %b|_ viajdv mo
| _; blro™;ubv_I;m|] o= m7b];motv %ol;m bm bmm;u 1b|<r
$ " bv Jt-ubm] % ;m ftS|-rov;7 |o |_; u;";mt;v];m;u-|;7
uo%m lourou-zomv ;S|u-12m] u;votul;v =uol m7b];mot

NEARLY

OF WOMEN
HOUSED ON

RESERVE
LIVEIN OFHOMES

ON RESERVE ARE
THAT NEED

INSECURE

ruvbv|;m|] O-uub;u bm |_; $ " bv |_; t-1h o= -11;vv |o
) _bt; |_;u; -u; _tm7u;7v o= -];mlb;v bm |_; $ "7 |_;u; bv
% ol;m=v 7uordJbm 1;m|u; or;u-|;7 0< -m7 =ou m7b];moft
r-j;um-tbvz1 u;t-Zomv_br o[;m 7;Cm;v |_; m-|Tu; o= v;u"b:
% o0l;m u;rou| =;;tbm] |_; m;;7 |o r;u=oul rotb|;m;vv -m7

u;1;b%; v;u™bl1l;v7 % _bl_ -1Z";tc tTm7;ulbm;v m7b];motv %o
loObtb&-Zom: $ ; lomv|jutflZom o= m7b];motv %ol;m -v
bv - 1lomZmt-Zom o= |_; 1b"btbE&bm]Fv-"botu I;m]|-tb]|« |_
m7b];motv %ol;m:



Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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| was on the strip since | was seven years old. | was homeless for eight
years ‘by choice’ because the only other options were overcrowded
shelters or infested SROs. | did a lot of shitty things and still do shitty

things. | don’t hide anything. I'm a crackhead and an alcoholic. | steal
but not from people. | steal from stores who have insurance and can
aord it. When | steal, | sell my stu on the street and | give the money to
homeless people when | can.
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If you are an Indigenous woman,
there are all these programs
and services supposed to be
available to you but landlords,
legal aid, employers, welfare,
and educational programs all
deny you.

1

If you are poor, you can’t get good
housing. If you can’t good housing,
then your health and addictions
deteriorates. And without good
health and without a bus pass, you
can'tget a job. It’s all related.
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We need to keep families together. Colonization and missing and
murdered Indigenous women has broken families. The children
left behind by missing and murdered Indigenous women are

mostly in foster care and then when they age out they end up on
the street. The violence against missing and murdered Indigenous
women continues with their children who are also violated and
made vulnerable.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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INDIGENOUS
WOMEN MAKE UP

FEDERALLY
INCARCERATED WOMEN

WOMEN IN
PROVINCIAL CUSTODY

Pacific & Prairie Regions
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

_i-t]_ 1_-tt;m];v bv 7bvltov;78 -m7 uotZm;tc _-"bm] v;1fub|]« -m7 r

| ;1 0« _ovrb|-t v|-@:

$ ; Itmblbr-t Jo";uml;m]| 7;1t-u;7 - I;m]-t _;-t]_ lubvbv bm |_; 1b|< bm ‘ee¢’ -m7

|_; uo"bmilb-t ;-t|_ L1;u 7;1t-u;7 |_; orbob7 lubvbv - rt0Othl _;-t|_ ;l;u]l;ml< bm
‘eeu: $_;u; bv - louu;t-zom O0;|%;;m |_; I;m|-t _;-t]_ lubvbv -m7 |_; orbob7 lubvbv:
llou7bm] |Jo Cm7bm]v o= - ";r[;l10;u;'sevoootpudyv |';u"bl;7

lou; |_-m _-t=o0o=|_; r;ort; %_o 7b;7 -v - u;vtt|] o= 7ut] o”;u7ov; bm |_; ruo”"bm1l;

INDIGENOUS WOMEN

EXPERIENCE
8X overooss
5 X overooses

THAN NON-INDIGENOUS
WOMEN IN B.C.

My daughter overdosed. | left her in my room to get her food. When
| came back she had overdosed. | did CPR while waiting on 911 for
the ambulance. She died in my room. My family blamed me for

my daughter’s passing, and | felt alone after her death. Then I lost
my home and became homeless on the streets and slept on park

benches. My daughter’s nine children got apprehended and they
are now in Ministry care. The residential school agent is now the
MCFD social worker. Those grandkids are my life. We used to go
swimming or to the movies. Now | am alone and | walk around the
town by myself in deep depression.




7Tubm] |_; <;-uv ‘eeu -m7 ‘eee -7 - 1tbmbil-t 7b-]movbv o

- Iim)-t _;-t]_ 1_-tt;m];7 -m7 e— r;ul;m| %_0 7b;7 % ;u; b
v;u'bl;vbm | _; <;-urubolUr|omfblomdty %ol;m -u; 7bvruorot
blr-1];7 0<|_; orbob7 1ubvbv -m7 -u; ;Sr;ub;milbm] :b]_| 2
C™; zl;v lou; =-]-t o";u70v;v |[_-m momJ 'm7hl;Imom{ w pé @ k;
=otm7 |_-| t;vv u;]Tt-[;7 7ut] Tv, vi®m]v7 tbh; [_; v|u;;|7

vli;m; "bot;ml; -]-bm'v| %o0l;m:

m lomlttvbom7 m7b];motv %ol;m=v o";udJu;ru;v;m|-Zotl

_ol;t;vvm;vv7 1_Dbt7 -rru;_;mvbomv7 rotb1l; vju;;| 1_;1h
o";u7ov; =-|-tbz;v7 -m7 _;-t|_bm;ttbZz;v -u; r-u|l o= -m bm
lotomb-t "bot;m1l;: otomb-t v|-|; ru-1]bl;v |-u];| %o
m7b];motv t-m7v7 |[;-u 1 _bt7u;m =uol |_;bu =-Ibtb;v7 ;m
I-m*t=-1|fu; | _; Tlom7bZzomv =ou 7;_Tfl-mb&-Zom:

$_; ‘ee u;loll;m7-Zomv bm |_bv u;rou| |o ;m7 v]|-|; -m7 vo

O-v;7 om |_u;; 1ou; rubmlbrt;v9

(bot;m1l; -]-bmv| m7b];motv %ol;m -m7 ]butv bv -~
lomv|b|t]|bom-t7 -m7 bm|];um-|bom-tt< ruo|;1]
Irt;l;m|]-Zom o=mb/;,7 -Zomv ;1t-u-Zom om [|_, .

m7b];motv ;B& ;v Q -| -tt t;";tv o= ]Jo " ;uml;m|7
o= m7b];motfv $b|t; o";u t-m7v -m7 ftubv7blzom
u;vjou-zom o= lott;12"; m7b];motv %ol;,m=v ub]_|
| ; omt< l;-mbm]=1t %-< |o ;m7 | _bv "bot;m1;:

mlu;-v;7 v|-|; ;m=oul;l;m| -tom; 1-mmo| ;tblbm-|
m7b];motv %ol;m -m7 Jbutv 0;1-fv; vjutl|tu-t "bot
bm7b"b7t-t -1|v o= I|-t; "bot;m1;: lolru; ;mvb~™; rt-

-]1-bmv| m7b];motv %ol;m |Itv]|] -77u;vv volbolJ
bmiltt7bm] ;ttb|-0t; -11;vv |0 -m7 v;t=J7;|;ulbm-Zo1
t-mJ]t-1;7 _otvbm]7 1_bt7 1-u;7 bmlol; v;1tub|<7 ;I
-m7 r_<vbl-t7 I;m|-t7 -m7 vrbub|t-t _;-t]|_:

m7b];motv %ol;m bm | _; $ " -u; mo| vbt;m| "b1lz
m7b];motv %ol;m bm |_; $ " 1ol; =uol 7b";uv; m-Zc
-m7 _-"; Tmbtt; vioub;v -m7 7u;-lv: m7b];motv %ol
-tt t;-7;uv %_0o lom|ubOt|; Totm]|t;vv _ofuv |o |_;
m; ;u vjior C]_Zm] =ou ftvzl;: mcrotblb;v7 v;u"bl;\
0; O-v;7 om m7b];mofv %ol;m=v 1ott;1z"; bmrt]| -m

>); -u;, u;7 %ol;m ubvbmj4?



| am Theresa Dolores Gray

-l Ju-];=1tt Jo 0; om ftvtt;-17 "t
$vt;btJd)-t|t]_t-m7v: -1 $vblv_b-m =uo
% _bl_ bv 0;to% |_; t-vh-J : : 0ou77w: {
|lo 1;] |]o ofu 1olltmb|<«8 <ot _-"; |o 1lol;
Y< bm: % -v Ooum -m7 u-bv;7 bm -m7

$ " I« % ot; th=;:

< Ju-m7lo|_;u %;m| |[o -m m]tbl-m u;v
3 %o-V |-h;m -%-¢< =uol _;u =-Ibt< % _;
vbS ou v;";m <;-uv ot7 tmzt v_; %o-
vi@;u;7 "bot;ml; -m7 -0tv; bm u;vb7;r
%-v mo ;7tl-Zom ruo"b7;7 bm vl oo0t8
7obm] =oul;7 t-0otfu -m7 |_; 1_tul_ %
cu ;Sr;ub;ml1; bm u;vb7:mz-t vl _oot _
1 _bt7u;m -m7 Ju-m71_bt7u;m: ";m m]|o
vr;-h;u7 v_; m;";u |-T]_|] _;u 1_bt7u;
t-m]t-]; 0;1-tTv; v_; 7b7m=]| % -m| |_;
| 5 %o-<V_; %o-v O;-|;m bm u;vb7;mz-t v il
_sut-m]ft-];: = _;uJu-m71_bt7u;m
|lot77 | _;< %o;u; _b|] -m7 =-1;7 r_<vb1l-t
l< ot7;u vbOtbm]v7 bm |fum7 Ottth;7 I; I
L

(bot;m1; %-v moul-t -uotm?7 tv: ";u<? :
hb7v %b|_ Outftbv;v -] vli_oot: < Ju-m7I Lo

]Jo] _b|l: %o0tt7 v-< —e r;ul;m| o= -4tk V= U G n

%b|_ "bot;m1:;7 -m7 lov| "bot;m1; |[o%u? o

=uol |_;bu I-t; r-ulm;uv ou _tv0-m7v: :m b= <oT /b/m=
-7 -m -0tvb”™; Oo<=ub;m77 b| %-v vztt -tt ~-uotTm7 <ot %b]|_

<otu =-lbtc -m7 =ub;m7v: hm;% vo I-mc =-lbt< I;10;uv -m7 =ub;m7v %_0 _-7 |o

Y;; =ou |_;bu tb™;v =uol -0tvb™; r-ulm;uv?7 -m7 o[;m |_;< %;m| O0-1h |o |_; v-I;
r-ulm;uv 0;1-tv; | _ ;< -7 mo o|_;uorzomv: )ol;m m; ;u 1-tt;7 | _; 1orv om |_;bu
_tv0-m7v 0;1-fv; mo om; %o-m|;7 |o 7;-t %b|_ u-1bv| lorv: $_ ;< -tvo 7b7m=| %-m|

| _sbu _ftvO0-m7v |o Jo |o f-bt -m7 tov; %ouh: v 1 _bt7u;m7 %; % ;u; |[ot7 |o Jo ot| bm

r-buv:); m;";u %;m| ot| -tom; 0;1-tv; o= "bot;m1l; -]-bmv| -Z"; hb7v bm |_; 1b]«
=uol momJ -Z"; r;ort;: ); -t%-<v h;r| |-Ov)omtyolt;-aim;ucotm]

-0of| I'm -0tvbm] -Z7; Jbutv bm |_; 1b]<: +otm] %ol;m %o0ott7 ];| Juor;7 bm
0-1h -tt;cv: ov]| 0= l< %o0l;m u;t-2z";v 7b;7 <otm] ou _-7 v_ou]| th=; ;Sr;1|-milb;v

0;1-fv; o= u;vb7;mZz-t vl_ootv ou "bot;m1l; -]-bmv| %o0ol;m: % -v u;-tt< orru;vv;7
-V - hb7 -m7 u;-ttc -mJuc:

$ ; 1ft|tu; o= "bot;ml; %o-v u;-tt<r;u”-vb™; ;";m -v ]Jo| ot7;u: $_; "bot;ml; %-vV
=uol )_Db|; volb;|]< -m7 b| |ublht;7 bm|Jo ofu -Z7; =-lbtb;v -m7 r;uvom-t tbh-jv:



(44

All of this is a direct

result of colonization and
the evil colonizing British
gueen who is still on our
money. She has taken our
Native land and says its
Crown land under the
British monarchy. This
isn't Crown land; these
are Native lands.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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The root cause of Indigenous women'’s violence is colonization.
When colonizers came, they started murdering our women. That’s

the root of violence. Assimilation is genocide against our women,
and they treat us as not worthy. Nuns told me | should have never
been born.

Participatory Research and Literature

Review
L Violence is Human Rights Violation
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Residential school was like a concentration camp. Our punishment
for speaking our language was being kept in isolation in a dark

room for the whole day. Often we would be fed food from the
garbage and be forced to drink raw cow milk. We were strapped
and beaten until we were too sore to stand.

Legacy of Residential Schools
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Safety for Indigenous Women
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My daughter Karissa Koks has
been missing since October 2017.

el A

| have lot so many friends who
were murdered. They were so
young. It hurts so much.

T —

Us women in the DTES are treated
with no respect. We deserve
housing, jobs, and opportunities
for a new life. | carry bear spray to
stay safe, it shouldn’t be like that.
We deserve respect and safety.

T —

Most of the services are in the
morning or scheduled around

9 amto 5 pm jobs. But street life
and the DTES means we need
services and support all day
long. Our struggles don’t end at
5 pm. We need more evening
services in the DTES.

el

We need more services for Native
women, and services need to be
more coordinated. Even though
there are so many agencies, Native
women still fall through the cracks.
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Paternalistic Service Provision
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We need an Aboriginal healing centre that teaches men through
anti-violence programs to respect women. We need holistic healing

to end violence. Violence against women is so normalised we can’t
even imagine a life outside it. That has to stop.




Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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We have to be ‘good little Indians’.

Failure of Police Forces
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Call 9/11 and say a Native person
is a suspect and they will be right
there. Call 9/11 and say you are
a Native person who needs help,

and they might show up in an hour.

The police will always cu Native
people, but never help us when we
need them.
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SisterWatch Project
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Under-Protected and Over-Policed
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Eliminating Violence

t-1h o= rotbl; -m7 ft7blb-t ruo|;1Zom o";ut-rrbm] %b|_ lublbm-tb&-20m u;ruo7t1;v
"bot;m1; -]-bmv| m7b];motfv %ol;m -m7 Jbutv: $_;u;=ou;7 bmlu;-v;7 lublbm-t
ym=oul;l;m| -tom; 1-mmo]| u;vot”™; "bot;m1l; ru;lbv;tc O;1-%tv; v|-|; m;]t;1] -m7
lolrtblb|< bv 1omm;1]|;7 |Jo bm7b"b7f-t -1|]v o= I|-t; "bot;m1;:

(bot;m1l; -]-bmv|] m7b];motv %o0ol;m -m7 ]Jbutv bv mo| -m -0O;uu-Zzom8 u-|_;u7 b| bv
-lomzmt-Zom o= |_; lotomb-t |;m7-w;T-Uhot/mIm7b};motv

% 0l;m7 ]Jbutv?7 |[u-mv -m7 |%oJvrbub]| r;ort; %b|_blrtmb|< vbml; 1om|-1]:

| bv =ou |_bv u;-vom |_-|7 % _bt; bm7b"b7t-t vfrrou| =ou vtu“b"ouv vfl_-v _;-tbi
ruoju-lv bv m;1;vv-u<7 - =tm7-1;m|-t |[u-mv=oul-Zom o= |_; 1lotomb-t u;t-Zomv_br?7
-vv;uzom o= m7b];motv t-%v -m7 ftubv7blZom7 -m7 u;v]|jou-Zom o= lott;1z2"7;
m7b];motv %ol;m=v ub]_|v -m7 Jo";um-m1l; bv |_; omt< |;-mbm]=1t %-< |0 ;tblbm-|;
"bot;m1;:



(44

My sister Dion was killed

on Seymour Street. We
were addicts and hookers,
S0 no one cared. This was
happening to Native women
and trans women, and those
like me who are Native and
trans. We got no media, no
investigation, no police help.

| am Suzanne Kilroy
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Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Violence & Safety
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| had a couple of men rape
me while | was on the street
and staying in the park.

| am Marlene Jack
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I have now stopped the circle
of trauma and violence for
me and my daughter.
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DISPLACEMENT FROM LAND
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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We have a highway through
our community, bridges
over three rivers, and a

rail line that goes through
the community. So the
government has to deal with
us if they don’t want us to
shut it all down!
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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We aren’t accepted in our own country and on our own land.
People look at me like | am a foreigner, but this is my land and |

belong here. | am looked at like an intruder in my own country.
They want to get rid of us.

1

Non-Indigenous people should pay
an Indigenous reparations tax.

T —

Abolish the evil monarchy on
Native Land.

el A

Why do we have to buy our own
land back? It's not Crown land; it's
our land. And | should be able to
sh and hunt from my lands and
water whenever | want. What are
those permits and quotas?

T —

They have to stop taking and
contaminating our land.

Participatory Research and Literature
Review

Settler-Colonial Displacement from Land
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S —

| don’t agree with the new

gas and oil pipelines and

resource extraction in our home
communities. It is good jobs with
quick money, but it destroys our
souls and our lands. And the fast
guick money increases violence
against women. It isn’'t worth it
even though we are impoverished.

S —

We need housing and clean

water on our reserves. The land

is polluted and the water isn’'t
clean, but the church is still there.
How can we live in our home
communities with no homes, no
water, no schools, and no jobs?
We need chiefs to stand up to the
White government and not sell our
land and rights away.

1

My chief and council never help
me. | waited for eight years for a
home on reserve but they gave my
home away. They are also selling
our land away. Chief and council
has become a family business.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Legislated Disenfranchisement for Women On

Reserve
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We are already forced onto small reserves and now we don’t
even have homes on reserves.

1

We need housing on reserve
and we need to end favouritism
in housing provision on reserve.
The band council can't just be
one family.

el A

| left my home community because
of lack of housing.

el A

| was raped on my reserve and
no one did anything. | will never
go back.

T —

What happens in our communities
brings us down here, whether it

is because we were apprehended
or faced family violence, or our
addictions. We have to take care of
all these issues back home.

1

I haven’t been to my reserve in
eight years and | don’t go there
much. This is my home community
now. And that is true for so many
of us who spend our lives here and
our sense of home is here.
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We ate all Native traditional
food that my mother

would cook for us. Most of
what we ate was seafood:
salmon, halibut, red
snapper, lingcod, ounder,
sea cucumbers, crabs.

| am Louisa Starr
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On December 1%t 1993, my
sister Cheryl Humchitt was
murdered in her apartment
in the DTES. It was a double-
murder of my sister and

her common-law boyfriend
Trang Lam over a drug debt.
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| am Mary Speck
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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Although they took
advantage of us sexually,
we stayed with the two men
because we felt it was safer
than the alternative of being
alone on the streets or back
in our abusive home.

| am Debra Leo
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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(44

The government should
make it easier to get on
welfare and raise the
welfare rates so women do
not have to work the streets
to survive. It's so hard to
survive on welfare.

(44

Our society should also
make it easier for people
who live in the DTES to work
because no one is willing to
hire people who have the
DTES as their address or
who have no address at all.
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‘ ‘ I’'m living and being kept in poverty .
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They take oil and resources from
our lands and territories but we get
none of that money they make. We
still live in poverty with no food, no
housing, and no education.

S —

Welfare cuts us o when we get
money from the band. That’s not
right; that’s our money from our
band for compensation for land
the government stole from us.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Poverty
Social Assistance Cements Poverty
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vbm]t; r;uvom om bm2lol; -vvbv|-m1; -m7 jee’" rtfv - j”" Ju-mvrou|-Zzom vtOvb7«
r;ulom|_ =ou - r;uvom % bf_;-m¥ov-Bth¥b|<:; -";u-]; to%;v| u;m|v

bm "!'v bm |_; $ " _-"; ubv;m |o juveur;wolpomj; :om bml%
-vvbv|-m1;7 |_bv t;-";v - r-tlu< j*  r;ulom|_ o I;;] -tt o|]_,u U-v m ov|vV
bmi1tt7bm] =0077 1to|_bm]7 -m7 |Ju-mvrou]|: Social assistance rates being so
low is turning us into criminals.

We have to steal to survive.

Neoliberal Cuts to Social Assistance
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The thing about the DTES and
living in poverty is we are always
standing in line—line for laundry,
line for food, line for clothing,

line for showers, line to see
social worker, line to see housing
advocate, line for bathroom. We
spend our whole day in lines. It's
frustrating.

S —

We need free education. We don't
want free handouts or dependence
on the government. We are
responsible people but they

don’t give us or our children the
opportunity to get out of poverty.

S —

We need training and education
programs. We need a pass for
Native people for free bus fare
and free access to recreation.
That would help.

1

We need free transit with free
bus passes for low income Native
women. | have to ask bus drivers
for free rides and they look

down their noses at me. Without
a ordable transit, | can’'t see my
doctor or get to food banks or go
swimming.
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Surviving Poverty in the DTES
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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Feminization of Poverty
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We need community solutions. We as Native women should get jobs
where we get paid to care for each other and the community like

running community kitchens, gardens, and helping elders get to
appointments. All this is how we take care of each other sometimes
till four in the morning but we are never paid for this work.




Native women face so much
discrimination getting jobs. They
should guarantee jobs and living
wage for all Native women who
want to and can work.
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There should be higher rates for
welfare and pension and more
access to free college. | would like
to have a job placement.

Barriers to Secure Employment
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Surveillance of Child Poverty
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We need free child care for single mothers. They pay so much

in rent, and when they can’t a ord rent or child care then their
children are apprehended.
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| remember every morning
they would wake us up by
saying, “You are not on the
reserve; you are in White
Man’s land. Indians are
liars, Ithy, and good for
nothing. You don’'t want to
live like an Indian.”

| am Stella August
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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| think all the residential
school survivors should be
compensated for life. There
should be no homeless
residential school survivors.
They gave us a settlement
that was peanuts, and we

don’t have a regular income.
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In Vancouver, | experienced
that racist landlords wouldn’t
rent to me.

e

We are Pearl and Kim Baptiste
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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On any given day in
Vancouver, there are
approximately 40 families
with children that are
homeless, and women are the
invisible homeless who are
over-represented in shelters
and transitional housing.

| am Priscillia Tait
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We are on Indigenous land, why are Indigenous women homeless?

1

I am down here with my daughter.
We are homeless in a shelter. The
government doesn’t help us. The
people down here help each other
and will give you the shirt o their
back when you need it. And the
shelter | was in, they kicked out
14 people from the shelter even
though they had nowhere to go. At
least one was an elder who is out
on the street now.

el A

There is not enough housing and
the rent is too high.

el A

| don’t see why there is
homelessness. The government
should see and try sleeping
without a blanket in the cold on
the concrete. And elders are so
isolated in their housing. No one
checks on them. Elders are facing

more and more homelessness too,

and if we go get housing, we are
isolated and alone. If there is an

accident, it is serious. This week
we lost an elder who fell and died
because she had no one to help

her in her home.

Participatory Research and Literature
Review

Housing as a Human Right
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Indigenous people are Disproportionately

Homeless
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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S —

The rich are moving in and we're
getting pushed out.

S —

There is so much discrimination
against Indigenous women
looking for housing. | get asked
guestions like if | have a criminal
record or if | drink. | see so much
housing being built down here
that’s condos, but what about
social housing for us? It’s getting
cold and people get sick and die
on the streets.

S —

| hate my SRO. It’s not safe. It's
dirty. My room was broken into
three times. The building is taken
over by dealers who are violent
to women.

Homelessness is a Health Emergency
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SRO Housing is Inappropriate for Women
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We need more housing for everyone. They tore down all the low-
income homes like the Balmoral and Regent SROs where | was
staying. Now so many of us from the Balmoral and Regent are out
on the street and getting bugged by the cops to pack up our tents.

They put some elders who were in the Regent into Jubilee Rooms
that has no elevator. That's so messed up because they can’'t even
get up to their rooms, and some of them are homeless now. | have
been down here on and o since | was 13 years old and | have been
homeless for ve years. | am so sad for all of us down here.
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to be for us to feel safe?
Shortcomings of Supportive Housing
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When there was violence against me in my building, the police
didn’t properly investigate and building sta didn’t remove or

move the person who gave me a brain injury. | am now being
evicted for complaining about this.

1

We need programs in new homes
being built because chronically
homeless people forget what it's
like to be inside and say ‘I don't
know how to live inside anymore.’

el A

I'm being evicted for complaining
about violence committed against
me in my building.

el A

It took me two years to get my
housing. | would make an
appointment to see housing and
then when | would show up, they
would say ‘It's rented’. When

you are Native, they ask more
guestions like are you on welfare
or they want to do a credit check.

el A

There is a lot of discrimination
against Native people for housing.
Landlords won't rent to us but even
social housing where we should
have priority, we have to wait the
longest. And Native housing has
non-Native people living there.
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Lack of Safe Housing for Indigenous Women
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Policy Responses to Indigenous Women'’s
Homelessness
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| am Elaine Durocher
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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In 2007, | became
homeless again. | was
living in Port Coquitlam
and was 50 years old.
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My children have been in
and out of foster care their
entire lives.

| am Robin Raweater
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Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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Basically, my so-called
emotional abuse of my
children is me bashing MCFD
in front of my children or
pushing back against MCFD
and social workers.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Child Welfare
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| was raised in foster care and abused in foster care. By the time

| found my mother and brother, they died shortly after. My own
children were apprehended twice, and their apprehension has just
been set to trial. Our intergenerational trauma like addictions and

residential school history is used against us to take our children.
This system is horrible and our people are just shu ed between
systems without ever addressing our pain or su ering. There is no
support for trauma. They want to label us and give us diagnoses
so they can steal our children. And so many of our children and
women are unaccounted for. Who is accountable for this?

1

Social workers don’t go to the
houses of White people no matter
how much ghting or violence

is happening in their homes.

Almost all Native kids go through
the foster system. They call us “;u<¢ m7b]l;motv %ol-mbm | _; ) I;10;uv_br -v O;;m ;l0uo
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Participatory Research and Literature
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Child Welfare Separates Families
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They say our apprehended
children are supposed to be
placed with their families, but it

Indigenous Children Over-Represented in
Government Care
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Keep social services out of our
face. They give the money to
White people but not us. They
took my children away and | will
never forget.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Child Welfare
Fatal and Lasting Trauma
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S —

My son got apprehended because
they said | wasn’'t a t parent.

But then they hired me to work

in a group home and my son

was placed there. Go gure!
Apparently, | can't take care of my
son but they hired me to care of
other people’s kids.

T —

We need more preventative
measures for keeping families
together. We need more family
supports like housing, food, and
counselling in place beforehand so
apprehensions don't take place.

T —

We need MCFD to stop taking
children from Indigenous
families. We should be supported
with counselling and housing
instead. Support us; don’t punish
us for being poor.

S —

| was approved for my great

niece to stay with me but my
housing was too small and | didn’t
get more money for having a

child in the home of a relative.
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Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Child Welfare
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Circles of Protection
Most of the workers at VACFASS
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Indigenous Jurisdiction over Child Welfare
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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| felt that if | did not have my
children, then | had nothing
to live for and would rather
drink myself to death.

(44

| realized that MCFD had
not informed me of my basic
legal rights as a parent and
did not actually care to ful Il
their responsibility and
mandate to keep families
together. | felt that as a
survivor of violence and

as a Native woman, | was
being revictimized by being
labeled a bad mother who
was unable to protect her
children.
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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| am part of the Sixties

Scoop generation. We were
apprehended from our
families with federal consent.
I had no culture, no language,
no family, no extended

family, no land growing

up. The Sixties Scoop also
completely severed my
gender identity.

| am Larissa Healey
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Indigenous Women Survivors
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Child Welfare
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Indigenous Women Survivors
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Sex work is not a choice

for most street level Native
women on the street, and so if
we do have to work it should
at least be safe and legal, and
also we need more options

to not have to work the street
and not to live in poverty.

| am Chilli
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When | got sentenced, | was 16 years old. | was charged with
manslaughter and sentenced for defending myself from rape by a
priest in residential school. My son was born from and is proof of that
rape. | was sent to max security at Kent Penitentiary. My rst three
years in there, | was in solitary con nement from the age of 16-19 years

old. | served a total of 7 out of my 10 years in prison. | went straight
from residential school to prison. From one system to another, there
was no di erence between the two. In residential school, | remember

Marsha and Aaron who died and were found buried in the snow. They
were seven years old, and when | turned seven years old is when |
was rst raped.

1

There is no justice for First
Nations from police. A few o cers
are okay but the rest are evil and
destructive. They don'’t care to
help our people. They prefer a
dead Indian.

T —

| don't like the cops. | got beat up
for nothing. They should do what
they have to do instead of being
crooked ass.

1

Police violence needs to stop.

Participatory Research and Literature
Review

Residential School-to-Prison Pipeline
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S —

Larger representation of women
and Indigenous peoples within
the justice and police system
would reduce the vulnerability
of said groups.

T —

| was in trouble with the law a
long time ago and | know rst
hand the system is not meant
for us. It makes no sense. They
give us no information, we have
no lawyers, and they ask us all
these questions so aggressively.

T —

We need more Native court
workers because we need more
people to understand who know
who we are and where we come
from. We don’t need more of our
people in jails.
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Unful lled Gladue Obligations
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There is unequal justice. White people and rich people get leniency
or get lawyered up, but my son is doing so much time. | am not
excusing what my son did, but he confessed to his crime and turned

himself in but he had no lawyer and did no Gladue report and is
serving a full sentence. Now when he comes out, he may turn to
drugs and will have a hard time getting a job. | don’t know if he will
get a second chance like the rich people or White people do.
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A guy rapes you and beats you

up so bad, you get black eyes and
a broken nose. But the cops don't
do nothing and don’t charge him.
The next time you try to stop him
and stand up for yourself because
no one else will, and you end up
getting arrested.

“

e r;ul;m| o= %o0l:m -u; m7bJ];moriuo %bdd|ntz «” r;ul;m]
% o0l;m bm ruo”"bmlb-t rubvomv -u; v;m|;m1;7 =ou -7lbm
rovv;vvbom o= v|ot;m ruor;u|<«7 -m7 | _;[L-tt 0= % _ bl _ -u; ;v
o@;mv;v: m7b];motv %ol;m -u; -tvo lou; tbh;t< |o 0; v;m
u;t-1;7 o@;mv;v:

V|_; -m-7b-m tI-m !b]_|v ollbvvbom v|-|;v7 > ;I-t; o@;m
“ftm;u-0t; bml-|;v: $_ ;< -u; |%bl; -v tbh;tc -v I-t; 0@;m7;L
I;m|]-t _;-t|]_ 7b-Imovbv -| ZI; o= -7lbvvbom7 -m7 |_;< -u

I-t;v |o v;t=J_-ul bm rubvom: Ooub]bm-t %ol;m -u; |_; I
| _bv “ftm;u-0t; Juotr: $_;v; -u; %ol;m vli-uu;7 0<];m;u-2c

-m7 ve<v|;lbl 7bvliublbm-Zom: $_; b]_mtIO;uv o= tmu;
-m7 Itu7;u;7 Ooub]bm-t %ol;m vr;-h |o |_; v-1; vev]|;lb1l [
ro~;ul< -m7 l-ulJbm-tb@&-Zom7 -m7 | _; |oo lollom bm7b@ ;

[o O-vbl _fl-m'ub]_|v:?

Criminalization of Indigenous Survivors
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Policing
Access to Healthcare in Prison
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| did time in segregation 10 times.

It's harsh in seq. It's deadly in there.

Every time | was in seg, | only
saw other Native women in there.
There shouldn’t be no segregation.

Indigenous Women Over-Represented in
Maximum Security
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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A guy smashed my head in
once and the cops made me
believe | had provoked it.

| am Kayla Fox
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS
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| have been down here in the
DTES since 1983.

| am Cynthia Mack
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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| don’'t have any respect for this Canadian law. The Canadian medical
people killed my sister. They murdered her. She was the head of my

family. How does my family go on when the head of my family has
been murdered?

1

My niece died from her drug
addiction. My cousin and lots
of friends died by drinking
themselves to death.

el A

Some Native women can’t even

a ord medication because they
are non-status under the Indian
Act. Even for a lot of status women,
many prescriptions aren’t

covered. We need better and
extended health coverage.

T —

We need more intergenerational
connection between elders and
children. Especially for urban
Indigenous women who are not
as connected to our communities
or families, we need elders in

our lives to guide us and teach us
here in the DTES.

1

The doctors look you over and
make you believe there is nothing
wrong with you.

Participatory Research and Literature
Review

Prioritizing Health and Wellness
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Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside

Lack of Culturally Safe Healthcare in the DTES
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We need Native doctors. There is so much discrimination from
non-Native doctors. | am always one of the rst in the door of the

clinic and always the last to be seen.




S —

Stores around here only sell junk
food and the drop-ins mostly serve
old food and starches. We never
get healthy food. It feels bad to be
complaining about free food but
we should be able to eat clean and
healthy food. People are already
so sick and food makes such a

di erence in our lives.

1

We need more Native healthcare
workers who know this
community. And we need health
clinics to be more low-barrier and
open for longer hours.

1

We had in-home counselling

who came to our home and in

our comfort zone and that really
helped us. They spent 90 minutes
with our whole family and that
worked better than running
around to separate counsellors
without bus fare.

S —

If you are arrested in the midst
of a mental meltdown, why
aren’t you getting a proper
assessment and referral to
counselling, psychiatric help, or
ongoing outpatient treatment?
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Mental Health and Law Enforcement
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When we seek help for anything for our mental health, we need

our own people to be the ones listening to us. Our own people who
understand we are not crazy but that this system makes us crazy.
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Opioid Crisis and Law Reform
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We never went to the
hospital or white coat
doctors. If we had a
toothache, we would pull
the teeth out. If we got cut,
our dad would squeeze
our skin shut and tape it
together.

); 1ott7 -t%-<v Cm7 =007 ot| bm |_; TotTmju<: ); m;";u %o
% _b|; 10-] 70ljouv: = % ; _-7 - |oo|_-1_;7 %o; %oOTt7 rttt
117 otu 7-7 %o0tt7 vtt;;E; oftu vhbm v_t| -m7 |-r; b| |0]
vbv|;u Jo| vblh: % -v vbS <;-uv ot7 -| |_; Zl;: <lol -m7 7-7
7o0l|ouv bm |_; 1b|<: $_;<l0™;7 Tv -tt |o |_; 1b|<: O;tb;"; |
r-r;uv -| |_; _ovrb|-t]|_-|]_;<10tt7 mo| tm7;uv|-m7:$ ;7
$_;<v-b7 b| %-v - Ou-bm |[Tlofu -m7 |_;< % ;u; Jlobm] |o 7
=otfu Zl;v: <vbv]|;u omtc 1-I; _ol; - 0Ob|: =;;t b] %-v OQu-br
~;u-v - ]tTbm;-rb]: $_; t-v| ZI; |_;<]ooh _;ubm7 % ;m %
%0Tt7 mo| t;] Tv bmvb7; |_; _ovrb|-t:); _-7 |o v|]-m7 o]
7b7m=]| |_;<t;] Tvbm5 m7 7om=| |[_bmh |_;u; % ;u; Ou-t
e—uev bm | _-| vI-tt |Jo%om: u;-tt< O;tb;”; | _; I;7b1-t ruo=;vvt
)_;m % ; l07;7 |o |_; 1b|<7 %o; v|-u|;7 v|[-u"bm]: ); mo tom
=uol |_; t-m7 %o; %;u; tv;7 |o: < =-]_;uvVv|-u|;7 7ubmhbm]
lo]_;u %;m| |Oo |_; 1_tful_ |Jo -vh =ou _;tr =ou _;u -m7 _;
1_tul_ ;Silolltmbil-|;7 _;uu-|_;u |_-m _;tr _;u: <=-|_;u
%ob|_l<lo|_j;u -uotm?7 |_-| zl;: <lo|_;u v|-u|;7 vr;m7bm]
Obm]o _-tt Ju<bm] |o %obm: < lo|_;u %-v u;=t1tv;7 % ;t=-u;:
1-7; _su;motf]_lom;<]o ];] 0-1h Jo |_; u;v;u”;: $_-|=v -uotm
O;tb;"bm] bm |_; vev|;l -m7 v]orr;7 -m< hbm?7 o= -11;r|-m1l

ot|vb7; _;tr: v]orr;7 O;tb;"bm] bm ]Jo7 |oo: hm;% |_;u;
l< =-Ibt< -v m7b-m r;ort;: ); %ouh;7 -v hb7v: wv]ot; - tbh,
frl1-mv7 00,t;v7 -m7 m;%vr-r;uv |o v-t"-];: th,t; ot7 t-7«
tv: -tvo v|ot; =uol Juol;u< v]|jou;v: v|iot; to-";v o= 0Ou;-
-mc =007 lott7 Oubm] _ol;:



Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
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Full Indigenous jurisdiction:
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mlu;-v;7 v|-|; ;m=oul;l;m|] -tom; 1-mmo| ;tblbm-
m7b];motv %ol;m -m7 ]Jbutv 0;1-fv; vjutTl|tu-t "bo
bm7b"b7t-t -1|]v o= I|-t; "bot;m1;: lolru;_;mvb™; m-2Z
-1Zom rt-m |o ;tblbm-|; "bot;m1; -]-bmv| m7b];motv
-77u;vv -tt |_; volboJd;lomolbl =-1|ouv blr-1Zm] m7Db]
[u-mv -m7 |%o0Jvrbub|=v v-=;|< bmltt7bm] ;ttb|-0t; -11
oT;ut-m77 1ft|tu;7 t-m]t-];7 _otvbm]7 1_bt7 1-u;7 bm!
;7t1-zom7 -m7 r_<vb1-t7 I;m|-t7 v;St-t -m7 vrbub|T-t

Legislative reform to reduce Indigenous women’s
manufactured vulnerability:

[1;7b-]; t;]bvt-2"; u;=oul bm1ttf7bm] 0t| mo| tblb]|;7 |09

“v drtsIym|] bm7;r;m7;m|] 1b"btb-m o7;uvibdmlvoGt;o=9|
u;vrom7bm] |o -m7 bm~;vZ]-Zm] "bot;m1; -]-bmv| m7b]
| _-] -7lbmbv|u-2";7 7bvlbrtbm-u<7 ay Lubtbot:t|b -votw; w
oL1b-tv -110ftm]|-0t; %_;m oL1l;uv -u; =otm7 Jo _-"; =-
o= Ibvvbm] %ol;m ou |[o -"; 1-uub;7 otf] Ob-v;7 ou bm-
o= "bot;m1l; -]-bmv| m7b];motv %ol;m:

": I:lo”; 7bvliublbm-ZondmdiaoAdt |0¢ I-hbm] %ol;m -m7 I;m ;t

bm |_; -Obtb|< |o r-vv om Vv|-|fTv7 u;r-bu vb|t-Zomv %o _,
%0l;m _-v 7bv-7"-m]|-];7 |_ov; 1lt-blbm] v|-|Tv |_uot]_
-m7 u;lo”; | _; |%0Jdr-u;m| utt; =ou |[u-mvIib®m] v|-]Hv -m
%ob| _ot7v v|-|tTv =uol | _; 1 _bt7u;m o= I-m< %o0l;m % 0O -

|[lo ruo”b7; |_; =-|_;u=v m-I;:



Red Women Rising:
Indigenous Women Survivors
in Vancouver’'s Downtown Eastside
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Immediate Services needed in the DTES:
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O-v;7 om m7b];motv u;1lbruol-t u;vromvbObtbZz;v o= v-=;|<7 v;1tub|<7 -m7 hbmv_br:
uo"b7; - =u;; I;7b1-t -11olr-mbl;m]| ruo]u-1 % _ ;u; %ol;m -u; ]T-u-mj|;;7
ub7;v -m7 -m -11olr-mbl;m| -7"01-]; =ou -tt I;7b1-t -rrobm]|l;m|v:

uo"b7; -m -mmt-t Ju-mvrou| -tto%-m1l; =ou m7b];motfv %ol;m bm |_; $ " |o

0; -0t; Jo |[u-";t Jo |_;bu _ol; 1olltmb]«:
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Guaranteed Public Services:
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uo"b7; - v-=; -m7 -@ou7-0t; _ol; =ou ;";u< m7b];mofv %o0l-m om -m7 o@
u;v;u”;: $_bv _otvbm] Itv] 0; %b|_ tom]J|;ul v;1tub]<co=|;mTu;7 bm7;r;m7;m|
o= Il-lublomb-t ou lollomJt-% v|-|tTv7 -m7 v;t=J1lom|-bm;7 tmb|v o= -| t;-v]| “ee
vtt-u; =;;] %b|_0-|_uoolv -m7 hb|1l_;mv: ofvbm] Itv|] -tvo lomvb7;u vr;1bC1

m;;7v vtl_-v loObtb|< -11;vv7 vr-1; =ou 1_bt7u;m -m7 ;S|;m7;7 =-lbtb;v7 -m7
l;u;lomb-t ru-1z21;v: b]_;v|] ruboub|< =ou volb-t ofvbm] v_oft7 0; ]b™;m |o
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-tom] |_; ;mzu; t;m]|_ o= b]_%o-< eu -m7 -tt o] _;u _b]_%o
v-=; ol;v-m7 ;l;ul;mlc<r_om; Ooo|_v -tom] |_; t;m]]_ o:
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Recommendations to End Violence
Against Indigenous Women in the DTES
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%o0l;m7 %ob|_ -11%tu-|; 7-]- lott;1Zom om u-|;v o=
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Anti-Violence Services in the DTES:
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Support for family members:

e“: u0o"b7; -11;vv |0 =u;; -m7 bm7;r;m7;m| t;]-t u;ru;v;m|-Zom7 "blzl v;u"bl;v7
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Policing protocols:
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Recommendations to Guarantee Economic
Security for Indigenous Women in the
DTES
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Recommendations to End Criminalization
of Indigenous Women in the DTES
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Access to Justice:
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Recommendations for Indigenous
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