Outside the AFN special chiefs assembly
meeting in Ottawa, ON, late 2018.

Youth leaders carry the drum into the AFN special chiefs
assembly to give a statement and a welcoming song.

The Yellowhead Institute found that the Rights Framework expresses a
clear and coherent set of goals, which aim to suppress Indigenous
self-determination within Canadian Confederation. These goals have
been ordered into legislation and policy in a manner that guides First
Nations towards a narrow model of self-government.

Megan Logan, Eelünaapéewi Lahkéewiit (Delaware Nation)

I didn’t even know about this
“Framework” until I got here.

The federal government wants to
“recognize” our right to be self-governing.
We just have to get certiﬁcation.

No, its not. This government says it wants to make
change but doesn’t want to recognize our inherent
rights and so, no surprise, is making the same mistakes
that were made by previous Canadian governments.

You mean like, permission to be
self-governing? That doesn’t sound
like much of a right at all.

Well, is it any diﬀerent from the Indian
Act at least, and what we have now?
What about our treaties and title lands?

I don’t think it is much diﬀerent. Getting out of the Act but in
name only. Apparently they are delaying this Rights Framework
law now. But I’m still waiting for the PM to speak about honouring
treaties and title lands.

We are committed to a new relationship with Indigenous
People. What does that mean? It means being guided by a
recognition of rights and decolonizing our laws. A new
relationship means working together.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

Judy, I would be careful
about minimizing or
ascribing reasons for
people who take
positions that disagree
with you… I don’t think
we should be criticizing
them, just because they
disagree with you.

Prime Minister, you’re talking about the United Nations and how
you’re going to go along with the self-determination and
consent, but why wasn’t that applied with the Trans Mountain
pipeline extension? You can’t count a few small agreements with
some of the communities as consent because they aren’t the
proper title holders of those nations.

Chief Judy Wilson, Neskonlith

I think you were right. So much
for a new relationship?

You were one of those young people that came
earlier, weren't you? What do you think about all this?

Whoa. Hold on! I don’t think I’m
much older than you. And I just got
elected, trying to ﬁgure this all out.

Meanwhile, outside...

Justin Trudeau
doesn't give a
#@$& about
Indigenous rights!

I’m young, but I can tell when history is repeating itself. But more than
anything I’m frustrated that we can’t seem to communicate our alternatives.
The longer I sit in this Assembly, the more I'm convinced leaders like you
won't stand with us. A lot of Chiefs seem to just follow along with government, making the odd protest when it beneﬁts your community, but never
really thinking about the past. Or the future. Or unity.

I'll help you ﬁgure it out. We have inherent rights
to our lands and to govern ourselves. We never
extinguished them. So let's talk about alternatives to government proposals and act on them.

First, all the nations that made pre and post
confederation era treaties - like those "Numbered"
treaties, should get some land back. No one ever imagined reserves to be the extent of our territory. So all that
Crown land? Let's take it, or at least ﬁght for it. If we
need to update our treaties in some kind of negotiation, so be it. But there are many squatters on our lands.

Numbered Treaties

Peace & Friendship
Treaties

Douglas Treaties
Robinson Treaties
Williams Treaties

Then there are all those
nations who never signed a
treaty or agree to share the
land. They have an even
stronger claim to the land
and jurisdiction over it.
Here, why don't we create
taxation systems for all
those Canadians who prosper in and on our lands and
waters? I think that's only
fair.

Non-Treaty BC territory

Upper Canada
Treaties

Obviously there are "modern" treaties
to address cases where no treaties
have been made. But the new treaties
are starting to look like the old treaties, with provinces and territories
encroaching on lands and powers.
Many of the modern treaties are starting to end up in court, too. So we need
to creatively push back against Crown
interpretations of our rights here.

This is the briefest of proposals, but I
hope you understand that we can do
things diﬀerently. That means looking at our internal policies too, which
have often been exclusionary for a
long time, to women, queer and
two-spirited indigenous people, to
youth. Some communities are doing
this already and well. We need to
keep going. There are alternatives.

I understand what you're saying. I guess I
just assumed that we can only work
within Canada’s processes. Can we talk
more?

Hey, what are you two talking about?

To be continued...
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