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THE DEHUMANIZATION of Indigenous peoples is reflected in 
the indifference of Canadians today – so much so that our 
deaths become merely passing bylines.

Over a two-week period (August 29 – September 9, 2024), 
police have killed six Indigenous people. 

The details of the cases range. 

• In two separate instances, Tammy Bateman and an 
unnamed 31-year-old man were struck by police 
vehicle(s) and died. 

• Steven “Iggy” Dedem was shot and killed by officers 
after police responded to a call for a wellness check.

• A 15-year-old boy named Hoss Lightning was shot 
and killed by police when he called them for help. 

• In response to a call involving an assault, the police 
found the man they believed was responsible, and an 
altercation ensued. Thus far, there is no indication that 
he was armed, but he, too, was shot and killed  
by officers. 

• Sixties Scoop survivor Jason West died following an 
“interaction” with law enforcement. 

There are striking and heartbreaking similarities to 
previous deaths involving law enforcement, including 
Chantel Moore, who was shot and killed during a wellness 
check, and the shootings of Josephine Pelletier and 
16-year-old Eisha Hudson. 

These are not isolated incidents and reflect a long trend 
of police violence against Indigenous people. There are 
significant racial disparities in Canada when it comes 
to police violence, with Indigenous peoples vastly 
overrepresented in those incidents. 

It is difficult — especially in moments like 
these — to ignore claims that genocide in 
Canada is ongoing, despite our supposed 
era of reconciliation. The state continues to 
apprehend, incarcerate, confine, abuse, and 
kill Indigenous peoples. 

Many of those killed by law enforcement have been 
previously (and continue to be) subject to residential and 
day schools, foster care, jails, and prisons. The violence is 
cumulative; genocidal.

The Long Horizon of Police Violence

The context is important here. Police violence stretched 
back to early Canada when the Northwest Mounted Police 
(the precursor to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police) 
were tasked with the removal of Indigenous children for 
placement in residential schools, enforcing the Indian Act 
and generally containing our communities. The aim of this 
dehumanization and control has been to secure Canadian 
access to land and resources (a central need of colonial 
settlement) (Manuel, 2017; Razack, 2015). Dispossession 
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requires the continued use of multiple strategies to displace 
and subdue Indigenous peoples, often through force. 
Racist stereotypes of the “savage” help justify this violence. 
This dehumanization means we are deemed deserving of 
confinement, violence, and death. 

This process is obscured by a colonial quest to investigate 
the problem and to tinker with existing systems. 
Indigenous peoples have done the work and provided 
testimony to support the inquiries, research projects, and 
special committees. Our voices have been loud in our calls 
for justice, action, accountability, and change. We have 
protested, marched, signed petitions, written blog posts, 
books, and articles, testified to imposed governments, and 
relived our pain and trauma — to have our stories and 
proposed solutions documented in the hope that they 
would be implemented. 

Yet, genocide continues through law enforcement’s lethal 
use of force, which contributes to more harm, more death, 
and more grief. And this, too, has been documented. 

The 2019 National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (National Inquiry) recorded 
racism, use of force, and abuse by law enforcement — 
including in instances when they had been called to help. 
Before the National Inquiry, there were decades of reports, 
recommendations, inquiries, and suggestions that have 
been put forward: The Royal Commission on the Donald 
Marshall Jr. Prosecution (1989); Report of the Aboriginal 
Justice Inquiry of Manitoba (1991); Bridging the cultural 
divide: A report on Aboriginal Peoples and Criminal Justice 
in Canada by the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
(1996), which itself notes multiple failures to implement 
existing recommendations (see Chapter 5); Report to the 
Attorney General: Tsuut’ina First Nation Inquiry (2000); 
The Ipperwash Inquiry (2007); Human Rights Watch – 
those who take us away (2013); the Calls to Action of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (2015); 
Broken trust: Indigenous people and the Thunder Bay 
Police Service (2018); The Council of Canadian Academics 
(2019); as well as multiple reports from Amnesty 
International, amongst many, many, more. 

Truth, Reconciliation & Genocide

When news stories about our deaths, disappearances, and 
violence are published, Canadians seem only to glance 

over headlines and move on. The indifference of Canadian 
society is, of course, another symptom of dehumanization 
that sustains colonial violence and control (Razack, 2015). 
The reports mentioned above include findings of law 
enforcement inflicting physical and sexual violence, use of 
force, racism, and actions or failures to act, culminating in 
Indigenous peoples’ deaths. 

So, why are we here again? 

Indigenous peoples are still not considered human. We 
exist on the margins – our lives deemed unworthy of care, 
our calls for help met with violence, and our killers often 
granted impunity. Canada has been complicit in the deaths 
of Indigenous peoples since first contact. Law enforcement 
continues the colonial goal of removing the “Indigenous 
problem” through force. This is a well-documented, ever-
apparent reality, and it must end. 

On this National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, as we look to the past and 
remember those who died because of 
state violence, let us reflect on the fact 
that genocide — the killing of Indigenous 
peoples at the hands of Canadian institutions 
— continues and demands action and 
accountability; not stalling, debating, delaying, 
inquiring, or crocodile tears on a single day of 
the year.

If there is any debate about the barometer for reconciliation 
and justice in this country, let these events remind us 
all that genocide is still a thing. We must call it out and 
challenge it; our lives depend on it. 

CITATION
McGuire, Michaela. “Two Weeks, Six Dead: Police 
Violence, Indigenous Dehumanization & Canadian 
Indifference” Yellowhead Institute. 24 September 
2024. https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2024/09/24/
two-weeks-six-dead-police-violence-indigenous-
dehumanization-canadian-indifference/

https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf
http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volume.html
https://data2.archives.ca/rcap/pdf/rcap-464.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/2d8800bb-0142-4cd5-baa6-f9a65e7d147d/resource/e930ab7e-2e2d-46be-9efd-b91c61008d6a/download/01014-report-to-minister-into-death-jacobs.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/02/13/those-who-take-us-away/abusive-policing-and-failures-protection-indigenous-women
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf
https://www.cerp.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_clients/Documents_deposes_a_la_Commission/P-1359.pdf
https://rapports-cac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/FullReport-Toward-Peace-Harmony-and-WellBeing.pdf#page=61
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/north-america/canada/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/north-america/canada/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2024/09/24/two-weeks-six-dead-police-violence-indigenous-dehumanization-canadian-indifference/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2024/09/24/two-weeks-six-dead-police-violence-indigenous-dehumanization-canadian-indifference/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2024/09/24/two-weeks-six-dead-police-violence-indigenous-dehumanization-canadian-indifference/


3yellowheadinstitute.org

REFERENCES

Aboriginal Justice Implementation Commission. (1991). Report 
of the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry of Manitoba.http://www.ajic.
mb.ca/volume.html 

Amanata, H. (2024, August 29). The Saskatchewan RCMP 
says a man died after being struck by a police vehicle. CTV News 
Saskatchewan. https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/the-saskatchewan-
rcmp-says-a-man-died-after-being-struck-by-a-police-
vehicle-1.7019375 

Amnesty International. (2024). Canada.https://www.amnesty.
org/en/location/americas/north-america/canada/ 

Bartko, K. (2024, September 3). Alberta First Nation condemns 
shooting death of 15-year-old, calls for RCMP resignations. Global 
News. https://globalnews.ca/news/10731439/wetaskiwin-rcmp-
hoss-lightning-fatal-shooting-asirt/

Canadian Council of Academics. (2019). Toward peace, 
harmony, and well-being: Policing in Indigenous communities. 
https://rapports-cac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/
FullReport-Toward-Peace-Harmony-and-WellBeing.
pdf#page=61 

CBC News. (2024, September 14). Downtown mission remembers 
man killed by police as a ‘wonderful dude with a really good heart’. 
CBC News Windsor. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/
jason-west-downtown-mission-windsor-1.7322917 

CBC News. (2024, September 10). Police watchdog agency 
provides update on Sask. RCMP’s fatal shooting of suspect. 
CBC News Saskatchewan. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
saskatchewan/sirt-update-fatal-shooting-1.7319373 

CBC News. (2024, September 4). ‘This shouldn’t have happened’: 
Vigil honours woman fatally struck by Winnipeg police cruiser. 
CBC News Manitoba. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
manitoba/vigil-tammy-bateman-struck-by-winnipeg-police-
officer-1.7313928 

Frew, N. & Samson, S. (2024, September 8). Vigil held 
in Wetaskiwin, Alta., for teen fatally shot by RCMP. CBC 
News. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/
alberta-rcmp-fatal-shooting-lightning-vigil-wetaskiwin-
1.7317187#:~:text=RCMP%20reported%20Hoss%20
Lightning%20missing,and%20knife%20in%20his%20po-
ssession. 

Hickman, A.T., Poitras, L.A., & Evans, G.T. (1989, December). 
Royal commission on the Donal Marshall, Jr. Prosecution: Digest 
of findings and recommendations. https://novascotia.ca/just/
marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20
the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf 

Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney 
General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda 
Jacobs and Tyundanaikah Jacobs. https://open.alberta.ca/
dataset/2d8800bb-0142-4cd5-baa6-f9a65e7d147d/resource/
e930ab7e-2e2d-46be-9efd-b91c61008d6a/download/01014-
report-to-minister-into-death-jacobs.pdf 

Liewicki, N. (2021, December 22). Eisha Hudson’s family files 
civil suit over teen’s fatal April 2020 shooting by Winnipeg police. 
CBC News Manitoba. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
manitoba/eishia-hudson-lawsuit-statement-of-claim-1.6296080 

Manuel, A. (2017). From dispossession to dependency. In 
McFarlane, P. & Schabus, N. (Eds.). Whose land is it anyway?A 
manual for decolonization (pp. 19-21). https://fpse.ca/
decolonization_manual_whose_land_is_it_anyway 

Martens, K. (2023, April 4). ‘21 seconds’: Anatomy of the 
police shooting that killed Josephine Pelletier. APTN National 
News. https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/21-seconds-
anatomy-of-the-police-shooting-that-killed-josephine-
pelletier/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CShe%20had%20been%20in%20
and,the%20course%20of%20her%20life. 

National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. (2019). Reclaiming power and place: The 
final report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls. https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/
final-report/ 

Office of the Independent Police Review Director. (2018, 
December). Broken trust: Indigenous people and the 
Thunder Bay police service. https://www.cerp.gouv.qc.ca/
fileadmin/Fichiers_clients/Documents_deposes_a_la_
Commission/P-1359.pdf 

Race and deaths in Custody (n.d.). Racial Infrastructure. Race 
and deaths in custody. https://www.raceanddeathsincustody.
com/racial-infrastructure/tutorial 

Razack, S. (2015). Dying from improvement: Inquests and 
inquiries into Indigenous deaths in custody. University of 
Toronto Press. 

http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volume.html  
http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volume.html  
https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/the-saskatchewan-rcmp-says-a-man-died-after-being-struck-by-a-police-vehicle-1.7019375
https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/the-saskatchewan-rcmp-says-a-man-died-after-being-struck-by-a-police-vehicle-1.7019375
https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/the-saskatchewan-rcmp-says-a-man-died-after-being-struck-by-a-police-vehicle-1.7019375
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/north-america/canada/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/north-america/canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/10731439/wetaskiwin-rcmp-hoss-lightning-fatal-shooting-asirt/ 
https://globalnews.ca/news/10731439/wetaskiwin-rcmp-hoss-lightning-fatal-shooting-asirt/ 
https://rapports-cac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/FullReport-Toward-Peace-Harmony-and-WellBeing.pdf#page=61 
https://rapports-cac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/FullReport-Toward-Peace-Harmony-and-WellBeing.pdf#page=61 
https://rapports-cac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/FullReport-Toward-Peace-Harmony-and-WellBeing.pdf#page=61 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/jason-west-downtown-mission-windsor-1.7322917  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/jason-west-downtown-mission-windsor-1.7322917  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/sirt-update-fatal-shooting-1.7319373  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/sirt-update-fatal-shooting-1.7319373  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/vigil-tammy-bateman-struck-by-winnipeg-police-officer-1.7313928  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/vigil-tammy-bateman-struck-by-winnipeg-police-officer-1.7313928  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/vigil-tammy-bateman-struck-by-winnipeg-police-officer-1.7313928  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-rcmp-fatal-shooting-lightning-vigil-wetaskiwin-1.7317187#:~:text=RCMP%20reported%20Hoss%20Lightning%20missing,and%20knife%20in%20his%20possession.  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-rcmp-fatal-shooting-lightning-vigil-wetaskiwin-1.7317187#:~:text=RCMP%20reported%20Hoss%20Lightning%20missing,and%20knife%20in%20his%20possession.  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-rcmp-fatal-shooting-lightning-vigil-wetaskiwin-1.7317187#:~:text=RCMP%20reported%20Hoss%20Lightning%20missing,and%20knife%20in%20his%20possession.  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-rcmp-fatal-shooting-lightning-vigil-wetaskiwin-1.7317187#:~:text=RCMP%20reported%20Hoss%20Lightning%20missing,and%20knife%20in%20his%20possession.  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-rcmp-fatal-shooting-lightning-vigil-wetaskiwin-1.7317187#:~:text=RCMP%20reported%20Hoss%20Lightning%20missing,and%20knife%20in%20his%20possession.  
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://novascotia.ca/just/marshall_inquiry/_docs/Royal%20Commission%20on%20the%20Donald%20Marshall%20Jr%20Prosecution_findings.pdf  Justice and Attorney General. (2000). Report to the Attorney General: Public inquiry into the deaths of Constance Brenda J
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/eishia-hudson-lawsuit-statement-of-claim-1.6296080  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/eishia-hudson-lawsuit-statement-of-claim-1.6296080  
https://fpse.ca/decolonization_manual_whose_land_is_it_anyway  
https://fpse.ca/decolonization_manual_whose_land_is_it_anyway  
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/21-seconds-anatomy-of-the-police-shooting-that-killed-josephine-pelletier/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CShe%20had%20been%20in%20and,the%20course%20of%20her%20life
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/21-seconds-anatomy-of-the-police-shooting-that-killed-josephine-pelletier/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CShe%20had%20been%20in%20and,the%20course%20of%20her%20life
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/21-seconds-anatomy-of-the-police-shooting-that-killed-josephine-pelletier/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CShe%20had%20been%20in%20and,the%20course%20of%20her%20life
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/21-seconds-anatomy-of-the-police-shooting-that-killed-josephine-pelletier/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CShe%20had%20been%20in%20and,the%20course%20of%20her%20life
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/  
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/  
https://www.cerp.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_clients/Documents_deposes_a_la_Commission/P-1359.pdf  
https://www.cerp.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_clients/Documents_deposes_a_la_Commission/P-1359.pdf  
https://www.cerp.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Fichiers_clients/Documents_deposes_a_la_Commission/P-1359.pdf  
https://www.raceanddeathsincustody.com/racial-infrastructure/tutorial  
https://www.raceanddeathsincustody.com/racial-infrastructure/tutorial  


4 A Yellowhead Institute Brief

Rhoad, M. (2013). Human rights watch: Those who take us away. 
Human Rights Watch. https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/
reports/canada0213webwcover_0.pdf 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. (1996). Bridging the 
cultural divide: A report on Aboriginal Peoples and criminal justice in 
Canada. https://data2.archives.ca/rcap/pdf/rcap-464.pdf 

Sayers, J. (2023, June 6). Three years later, no justice for Chantel 
Moore. The Tyee. https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2023/06/06/Three-
Years-No-Justice-Chantel-Moore/ 

Sis’moqon. (2024, September 12). Family challenges RCMP 
statement after Mi’kmaw man shot and killed during wellness 
check. CBC News. https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/rcmp-
shooting-elsipogtog-family-statement-1.7321343 

Tracking (in)justice. (2023, February 10). Police-involved 
deaths are on the rise, as are racial disparities in Canada: A look 
at recent trends in police-involved deaths in Canada. https://
trackinginjustice.ca/analysis-increase-in-deaths-and-racial-
disparities/ 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. (2015). 
Honouring the truth, reconciling the future: Summary of the final 
report of the truth and reconciliation commission of Canada. https://
ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/
Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf 

Varley, K. (2024, September 12). Memorial left at site of shooting 
victim in Windsor. CTV News Windsor. https://windsor.
ctvnews.ca/memorial-left-at-site-of-shooting-victim-in-
windsor-1.7035258

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/canada0213webwcover_0.pdf 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/canada0213webwcover_0.pdf 
https://data2.archives.ca/rcap/pdf/rcap-464.pdf  
https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2023/06/06/Three-Years-No-Justice-Chantel-Moore/ 
https://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2023/06/06/Three-Years-No-Justice-Chantel-Moore/ 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/rcmp-shooting-elsipogtog-family-statement-1.7321343 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/rcmp-shooting-elsipogtog-family-statement-1.7321343 
 https://trackinginjustice.ca/analysis-increase-in-deaths-and-racial-disparities/ 
 https://trackinginjustice.ca/analysis-increase-in-deaths-and-racial-disparities/ 
 https://trackinginjustice.ca/analysis-increase-in-deaths-and-racial-disparities/ 
 https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf 
 https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf 
 https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf 
https://windsor.ctvnews.ca/memorial-left-at-site-of-shooting-victim-in-windsor-1.7035258 
https://windsor.ctvnews.ca/memorial-left-at-site-of-shooting-victim-in-windsor-1.7035258 
https://windsor.ctvnews.ca/memorial-left-at-site-of-shooting-victim-in-windsor-1.7035258 

